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Saturday    

February 29, 2020 
 

Spur Cross to Skull Mesa Hike  
 

Approximately    35  Miles and    1  Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”. 
  

 Type: DH       
 

 Start Time: 7:30am 
 

 Max Rating/Points: 4 / 1 
 

 Duration: 6-8 hrs 
   

 Elev. Change: +2500 
 

 Max No. of Part: N/A 
 

 Length:  Approx 12mi 
 

 Last Scouted:       

Check all that apply 
(give details in Desc.) 
 

Major Hike:   
Cross-country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options :   
Pass/Fees Rqd:   
 

         Contact Information 
 Coordinator Alternate 

 Name  Tom Isham        
 Work Ph               
 Station               
 Home Ph  602-943-6104        
 Email  thiker1952@gmail.com  tsishams@gmail.com 
                     

Required Equipment:  Sturdy hiking boots, 2-3 quarts of water, snacks and/or lunch, first aid kit, 
layered clothing adequate for warmth in the morning that can be peeled off as the day gets 
warmer, hat and sunscreen 

 

Recommended Equipment: Trekking poles, gloves and rain gear if there is a chance for rain. A radio 
tuned to channel 6 is nice to have to keep track of each other when we get separated due to 
different paces. 

 

Cautions and Special Preparations: Typical desert hike with opportunities to encounter critters that bite or 
sting and plants that attack.  This is considered a moderate to difficult hike due to the length and 
elevation gain. 

 

Description:   Skull Mesa is located just east of Cave Creek (the creek, not the town). When looking 
north from the Spur Cross trailhead, two prominent mesas can be seen, separated by Cave 
Creek. Skull Mesa is the one on the right (east) side of Cave Creek and New River Mesa is on 
the left (west) side.  
 
This is an out and back hike so you can turn around at any time when you need to.  Begin the 
hike at the TH of the Spur Cross Ranch conservation area. The trail goes northward past two 
restrooms and an administrative trailer then drops into the Cave Creek watershed. There is a 
potential for four creek crossings, the final of which takes you to the east side of the creek. 
Depending on the amount of rain we get, these crossings could get wet.  At this point, some 2.2 
miles into the trip, there is a large sign of the trail system of the area. At the sign go straight 
ahead, following Cave Creek trail #4 for 300 yards, then take a right onto the Cottonwood Trail 
#247. Follow Cottonwood trail #247 for about 2.5 miles past Cottonwood Springs to the 
junction of the Skull Mesa summit trail (#248). At the Trail 248 junction, climb the 27 steep 
switchbacks (1.1 miles) to the 4,285-foot low summit. (The 4,590-foot high point is another 1.3 
miles to the east.) Once we hit the low summit, we can look for a place for lunch or continue on. 
We will probably turn back after lunch. 
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Driving Directions:   Spur Cross ranch Conservation Area is located approximately 35 miles north of 
central Phoenix. Interstate 17, State Route 51, and Loop 101 can all be used to reach the park. 
From the intersection of Carefree Highway and Cave Creek Road head north on Cave Creek 
Road about 2.5 miles to Spur Cross road. Turn north for approximately 4.5 miles to the public 
parking area. After 3 miles the road turns to all-weather graded. The last 1.5 miles can be 
confusing; continue north on the graded road past the green house, through the tall gateposts 
and on past the horse corrals to the ample signed public parking area on the right where there 
are numerous mounds of dirt. The road is easily passable with low clearance vehicles. The 
entrance to the park is a couple of hundred yards up the road, which is blocked to motor 
vehicles, where you will pay a $3 fee, per person (15 years and under are free), for entry into the 
Conservation area. Note: fee of $3.00 was verified on line 14 Jan 2019. Make sure you have the 
correct amount of money since you can only use cash. 

 

 


